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FCC LAUNCHES MULTIPLE PROCEEDINGS TO  

EVALUATE BROADBAND DEPLOYMENT  

AND INDUSTRY PRACTICES 
 

COMMENTS SOUGHT ON A WIDE ARRAY OF ISSUES  

CONCERNING BROADBAND COMPETITION AND DEPLOYMENT 
 

On April 16
th
, the FCC announced three proceedings concerning broadband deployment and 

broadband industry practices, recognizing “the critical importance of broadband services to the 

nation’s present and future prosperity.”  As part of these proceedings, which are described below, the 

FCC seeks comments from interested parties on a wide array of issues concerning broadband 

competition and deployment.   

 

I. Broadband Data Collection 

 First, the FCC issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) exploring ways to collect 

information needed to set future policy.  The information collected will assist the FCC to understand, 

among other things, how subscriber choice among services affects the federal universal service fund 

contribution and how subscriber ship to interconnected VoIP is affecting local competition.  The 

NPRM seeks comment on: 

� How can data collected on wireless broadband Internet access service be improved? 

� How can the FCC best collect information on subscriber-ship to interconnected VoIP 

service? 

� How can the FCC develop a more accurate picture of current broadband deployment? 

� How can the FCC best collect information on price and other factors that affect consumer 

uptake of broadband services? 
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II. Broadband Deployment 

 Second, the FCC released a Notice of Inquiry to determine whether broadband services are 

being deployed to all Americans in a reasonable and timely fashion.  Here, the FCC asks: 

� How should the FCC define broadband in light of technological changes, including the 

development of higher speed services and new broadband platforms? 

� What is the level of broadband availability in rural and other hard-to-serve areas? 

� What is the level of competition in the marketplace? 

� What are the current investment trends in the industry? 

� Are consumers adopting new service? 

� What data sources shed light on the extent to which consumers have a choice of 

broadband providers on both a house-by-house and business-by-business basis? 

 

III. Broadband Market Practices 

  Third, the FCC released a Notice of Inquiry to determine “whether network platform 

providers and others favor or disfavor particular content, how consumers are affected by these 

policies, and whether consumer choice of broadband providers is sufficient to ensure that all 

such policies ultimately benefit consumers.”  Here, the FCC seeks specific examples of 

beneficial or harmful behavior, and asks: 

� Do providers prioritize packets and is this helpful or harmful to consumers? 

� Do providers set different prices for different speeds or different capacities?  Are price 

premiums set on certain amounts? 

� What specific conduct creates market failures?  Does competition adequate address 

them? 

� Is any regulatory intervention is necessary?  Specifically, is a principle of nondiscrim-

ination is necessary for the broadband industry? 

 

 Comments must be filed by May 16
th

 for proceedings I and II and June 15
th

 for 

proceeding III.  If your company is interested in filing comments, or if you would like further 

information regarding these issues please contact any of the following attorneys: 

Andy Klein 202-289-6955 AKlein@KleinLawPLLC.com 

Allen Zoracki 301-664-6329 AZoracki@KleinLawPLLC.com 

 


